The Maiden Newton and Frome Vauchurch 

War Memorial.

Some further details.

During the First World War about eighty local men volunteered for war service from the August of 1914 onwards and the names of those who died are inscribed on this memorial and others within churches in the locality. Professor Edward Prior, a relative of Rector Templar who was the incumbent at the time, designed the war memorial. It was dedicated in 1920 and formally unveiled by Major General Sir Reginald Pinney on 24th February 1921. 

A separate inscribed tablet, bearing the names of those whom died in the Second World War, was subsequently added to the base.

The memorial is now listed Grade II.

The detail that is presented in this document has been gathered from numerous web sites and those sources listed in the appendeces. It is unfortunate that many of the personal records of those who fought in the First World War were damaged or destroyed in the Blitz. However, those records (or parts of records) that have survived are in the process of being recorded on microfiche but may not be fully accessible for several years. I have no doubt that in due course further factual information will be available from these and other sources for inclusion in future revisions.

Andrew Williams

November 2001   

The Soldier

If I should die, think only this of me:

That there's some corner of a foreign field

That is for ever England. There shall be

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,

Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,

A body of England's, breathing English air,

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,

A pulse in the eternal mind, no less

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;

Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;

And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 

In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

Rupert Brooke (1887 – 1915)

“Victory. Sacrifice. Hope.”

“To the memory of the men of Maiden Newton and Frome Vauchurch who fell in the Great War.”

1918
H.G.Amor

Dorset Regt.

1916
M.H.Barrett

H.M.S. Defence.

1917
J.A.Chaldicott

Dorset Regt.

1917
H.C.Clothier

15th Hussars.

1918
W.T.Clothier

R.G.A.

1917
Harry Copp

Dorset Regt.

1916
Sam.Copp

Dorset Regt.

1916
H.Corbin

R.A.M.C.

1915
A.C.Dunford

Dorset Regt.

1918
T.Dunford

R.A.M.C.

1918
A.Fox


Dorset Regt.

1914
A.J.Gundry

Grenadier Guards.

1916
W.Hallett

London Regt.

1916
J.C.Hardy

Dorset Regt.

1918
J.House


Dorset Regt.

1918
H.Martin

Cheshire Regt.

1915
A.J.Meadway

Dorset Regt.

1916
W.J.Pinney

Dorset Regt.

1916
S.Roberts

Devon Regt.

1917
W.J.Rogers

10th Canadians.

1916
C.J.Samways MM.
Dorset Regt.

1915
C.J.Welch

Dorset Regt.

1939 – 1945

W.L.le C. Barnes  DSC. RN.

C.W.Dawe  RN.

F.E.Elsworth  R.A.S.C.

D.T.Mearns  L.R.B.

C.Reed  RN.







W.H.G.Richards  RN.

T.Rochford  DSM. RN.

W.R.Webber  R.A.

D.H.Chard  R.A.F.

“Not unto us Lord be the praise.”

1920


Name


: Henry George AMOR.
Rank & Number
: Private.  12873

Service


: 1st Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment

Date of Death

: Monday, 30th September 1918

Age


: 29.

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated

: Grand-Seraucourt British Cemetery, Aisne, France.

Reference

: VI C. 12.

This cemetery was established in 1920-26 by the concentration of graves from 

the battlefields and other wartime burial grounds in the vicinity.

Henry George Amor, a shepherd, was born and lived in Grimstone. On 3rd April 1912 he married his wife Annie at West Charlborough. They had two children, Henry Jack Amor who was born on 17th January 1913 and Kathleen Hilda Amor who was born on 20th July 1914. Kathleen died of Bronchitis seven months later. Henry George Amor enlisted at Dorchester in 1915, and was wounded three times the following year in the trenches before being posted to England for recuperation. He then returned to active service in France.

It is probable that Private H.Armor was killed in action during the Battle of the St.Quentin Canal, which included the capture of the Passage at Bellenglise and the Bellicourt Tunnel Defences (29th Sept – 2nd October 1918).



Name


: Montague Herbert BARRETT.
Rank & Number
: Engine Room Artificier 4th Class.  M/12359

Service


: H.M.S.”Defence”, Royal Navy

Date of Death

: Wednesday, 31st May 1916

Age


:

Cause of Death

: Lost at Sea.

Commemorated

: No known grave.

Commemorated on Plymouth Naval Memorial,   Devon.

Reference

: 14.

H.M.S.”Defence”, an armoured cruiser, was blown up by enemy fire during the Battle of Jutland. All 903 crew died when the vessel sank.




Name


: Joseph Arthur CHALDECOTT.
Rank & Number
: Private. 230055

Service


: 1st/1st, Dorset Yeomanary (Queen’s Own)

Date of Death

: Tuesday, 13th November 1917.

Age


: 23

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated

: Ramleh War Cemetary, Israel.

Reference

: P.57

This cemetery dates from December 1917, having been begun by medical units from the nearby casualty clearing stations. It also includes graves brought from Latron, Sarona and Whilema and Indian Cemeteries.

Private Chaldecott was the son of Arthur and Selena Chaldecott of Handley, Salisbury. He was born in East Orchard and enlisted at Maiden Newton. 



Name


: Herbert CLOTHIER.
Rank & Number
: Sergeant. 266963

Service


: “C” Bty. 93rd Bde., Royal Field Artillery.

Date of Death

: Tuesday, 4th December 1917.

Age


: 31

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated
: Ruyaulcourt Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais,  

                                         France.

Reference

: F.24.

Sergeant Herbert Clothier was the son of John and Mary Clothier, of the Hill Cottages, Maiden Newton. He was born at Dorchester where he subsequently enlisted. He formerly served a Private (No. 6068) in the 15th Hussars.



Name


: William Thomas CLOTHIER.
Rank & Number
: Gunner. 116701

Service


: 245th Seige Bty., Royal Garrison Artillery.

Date of Death

: Wednesday, 9th October 1918..

Age


: 30

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated
: Somer Farm Cemetary, Heuvelland, 

                                         West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

 Reference

: B. 2.

 William Thomas Clothier, son of Mary and John Clothier , was a farm labourer who was born and lived in Maiden Newton. Following his marriage to Beartrice Charlotte Abbott at Bradford Peverall on 13th May 1912, the couple settled at Quarr in Maiden Newton. Here they had five children who were all born in the village: Florence May Abbott Clothier (11th September 1912), Daisy Alice Clothier (7th February 1914), Olive Irene Clothier (2nd August 1915), Reginald Charles Clothier (30th June 1917) and Kathleen Rose Clothier (11th September 1918).

William Thomas Clothier enlisted at Maiden Newton and, after being wounded 

in action in 1917, he was posted to England for recuperation. He then returned to active service in France. 

Gunner William Thomas Clothier was probably killed in action during the Battle of Poelcappelle on 9th October 1918.



Name


: Harry COPP.
Rank & Number
: Private. 3/7536

Service


: 5th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Thursday, 4th October 1917.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




  No known grave.

Commemorated

: Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,       




  Belgium.

Reference

: Panel 92.

Harry Copp was born in Corscombe and enlisted at Beaminster.

It is probable that Private Harry Copp was killed in action during the Battle of Broodside that took place on 4th October 1917.



Name


: Samuel COPP.
Rank & Number
: Private. 24132.

Service


: 6th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Thursday, 12th April 1917.

Age


: 35

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




  No known grave.

Commemorated

: Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

Reference

: Bay 6.

Private Samuel Copp was the son of Richard Copp, of Milborne St.Andrews, Blandford, Dorsetshire. He was born in Chilbury, enlisted at Dorchester and lived in Maiden Newton.

It is probable that Private Samuel Copp was killed in action during the First Battle of the Scarpe, including the capture of Monchy le Preux and the Wancourt Ridge (9th-11th April, 1917).



Name


: Henry Corbin.
Rank & Number
: Private. 46807.

Service


: Royal Army Medical Corps.

Date of Death

: Friday, 4th May 1917.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Lost at Sea.

Commemorated

: Savona Memorial, Italy.

On 4th May 1917 the Hired Transport “Transylvania,” of 14,315 tons, was sunk by a torpedo off Cape Vado, a few miles south of Savona, with 398 military casualties in addition to the crew. It was proceeding to Salonika with reinforcements. The bodies recovered at Savona were buried two days later, from the Hospital of San Paulo, in a special plot in the town cemetery at Zinola. Of the 398 military dead from the “Transylvania” 82 are buried at Savona and 38 elsewhere (in Italy, Monaco and Spain); four whose bodies were not recovered are commemorated on other Memorials, and the names of 274 appear on a marble screen in Savona Town Cemetery. These last belonged to 3 different Corps or Regiments; 72 belonged to the Royal Army Medical Corps, 38 to the Royal Army Service Corps and 23 to the Welch Regiment.

Henry Corbin was born in Maiden Newton and enlisted at Dorchester.



Name


: Alfred Charles DUNFORD.
Rank & Number
: Private. 10383.

Service


: “C” Coy. 5th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Saturday, 21st August 1915.

Age


: 21

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




  No known grave.

Commemorated

: Helles Memorial, Turkey.

Reference

: Panel 136 to 139.

The Allied landings in Gallipoli commenced on 25th April 1915. The 5th (Service) Battalion was assembled by 1st July at Whitley Camp near Godalming in Surrey. On 2nd July the Battalion entrained for Liverpool and embarked on the “Aquitania”, sailing at 1.30pm the following day for the Mediterranean. On 4th July the ship was attacked by a submarine when a torpedo passed 100 yards to its stern. The “Aquitania” arrived at Lemnos at 7.00am on 10th July and the Battalion embarked for Imbros, arriving there at 10.30am. Just before dawn on 7th August the Battalion started to land at Suvla Bay (“A” Beach), having sailed from Imbros at 5.00pm the previous evening. Due to the intensity of enemy shrapnel (See: Private Charles Welch) the landing was suspended but continued at “B” Beach the following day. At 3.00pm on Saturday 21st August “C” Company attacked the Turkish lines, in the area of Dead Man’s House and south of Salt Lake, covering 500 yards of open ground under heavy fire. It is probable that Private Alfred Dunford was killed in action at this time.

Private Alfred Dunford was the son of Mrs Jane Dunford, of Mill Cottage, Maiden Newton. He was born in Maiden Newton and enlisted at Dorchester whilst living in the village.



Name


: Thomas. DUNFORD.
Rank & Number
: Private. 112049.

Service


: “Y” Coy. Royal Army Medical Corps.

Date of Death

: Sunday, 29th September 1918.

Age


: 33.

Cause of Death

: Not established.

Commemorated

: Frome Vauchurch Churchyard, Maiden Newton.

Reference

: Grave lies to the east of the Church.

Thomas Dunford was the son of Mrs A Dunford, of Frome (Vauchurch?) Maiden Newton, Dorset. He enlisted at Southampton but was discharged as medically unfit for service on 27th June 1917, due to Aortic Regurgitation.



Name


: Arthur FOX.
Rank & Number
: Private. 156697.

Service


: 31st Bn., Machine Gun Corps Corps.

Date of Death

: Sunday, 29th September 1918.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Died of Wounds.

Commemorated
: La Kreule Military Cemetery, Hazebrouck, 

               Nord,   France.

Reference

: V.A. 10.

Private Arthur Fox was born in Sydling St. Nicholas and enlisted at Dorchester. He had formerly served in the Dorsetshire Regiment (No. 17162).



Name


: Alfred Joseph GUNDRY.
Rank & Number
: Corporal. 11698.

Service


: 1st Bn., Grenadier Guards.

Date of Death

: Thursday, 29th October 1914.

Age


: 29.

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ieper, 

                            West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Reference

: Panel 9 and 11.

The Menin Gate Memorial commemorates those who died in the Ypres Salient before 16th April 1917 and who have no known grave.

Corporal Alfred Gundry was probably killed in action during the Battle of Gheluvett (29th – 31st October 1914).

Alfred Gundry was the son of Walter and Emily Gundry. He was born in Abbotsbury and enlisted at Cardiff.



Name


: William HALLETT.
Rank & Number
: Rifleman. 7585.

Service


: 1st /12th Bn., London Regiment (The Rangers).

Date of Death

: Saturday, 9th September 1916.

Age


: 29.

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Theipval Memorial, Somme, France.

Reference

: Pier and Face 9 C.

The Theipval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and who have no known grave.

Rifleman William Hallett was probably killed in action during the Battle of Ginchy on 9th September 1916.

William Hallett was born in Dorsetshire, enlisted at Maiden Newton, whilst probably living in the locality. He formerly served in the 3rd Dorsetshire Regiment (No. 16832).



Name


: Jonathan HARDY.
Rank & Number
: Private. 2301.

Service


: 1st /4th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Monday, 11th September 1916.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Died of Wounds.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Basra War Cemetery, Iraq.

Reference

: II. S. 22.

The Basra Memorial bears the names of more than 40,500 members of the Commonwealth forces who died in the operations in Mesopotamia from the autumn of 1914 to the end of August 1921 and whose graves are not known.

1st /4th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment, was raised as part of the 43rd (Wessex) Division and then became part of the 15th Indian Division which was formed in Mesopotamia in 1916. Although the Battalion was not involved in many actions it is probable that Private J.Hardy was killed during the Action of As Sahikan on 11th September 1916.

Jonathan Hardy was born in Maiden Newton and enlisted in Dorchester whilst living in the village.



Name


: James HOUSE.
Rank & Number
: Sergeant. 201819

Service


: 2nd /4th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Tuesday, 30th April 1918.

Age


: 28.

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated
: Ramleh War Cemetery, Israel.

Reference

: T. 31.

This cemetery dates from December 1917 having been begun by medical units from the nearby casualty clearing stations. It also includes graves brought in from Latron, Sarona and Whilema and Indian Cemeteries.

James House was the son of Tom and Sarah Ann House; husband of Ethel Mary Limm (formerly House) of “Hill View,” Abbotsbury, Dorset. He was born in Maiden Newton and was living there at the time he enlisted at Dorchester.



Name


: Herbert Henry John MARTIN.
Rank & Number
: Private. 28148.

Service


: No. 3 Depot, Cheshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Sunday, 3rd November 1918.

Age


: 30.

Cause of Death

: Influenza.

Commemorated
: Chester General Cemetery, Cheshire.

Reference

: 4891B.

Herbert Henry John Martin was born in Rimpton, Somerset and enlisted at Tonypandy in Glamorganshire, South Wales. He formerly served on the Royal Garisson Artillery (No. 45426). His wife Martha Emily Martin, who died on 11th November 1918, is buried in the same grave.



Name


: Alfred Joseph MEADWAY.
Rank & Number
: Lance Corporal. 2303.

Service


: 1st /4th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Tuesday, 28th September 1915.

Age


: 28.

Cause of Death

: Died of Wounds.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Basra War Cemetery, Iraq.

Reference

: Panel 22 and 63.

The Basra Memorial bears the names of more than 40,500 members of the Commonwealth forces who died in the operations in Mesopotamia from the autumn of 1914 to the end of August 1921 and whose graves are not known.

Alfred Joseph Meadway was both born and living in Maiden Newton at the time he enlisted at Dorchester. 



Name


: Wilfred John PINNEY.
Rank & Number
: Private. 19545.

Service


: 6th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Monday, 23rd April 1917.

Age


: 19.

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France..

Reference

: Bay 6.

It is probable that Private Wilfred Pinney was killed in action during the 2nd Battle of the Scarpe, including the capture of Guemappe and Gavrelle, which took place on 23rd – 24th April 1917.

Wilfred Pinney was the son of Mr H.J. and Mrs E.Pinney, of Dorchester Road, Maiden Newton. Although born in Frampton he was living in Maiden Newton at the time of his enlistment at Dorchester.



Name


: Sidney ROBERTS.
Rank & Number
: Private. 19461.

Service


: 8th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Friday, 14th July 1916.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Theipval Memorial, Somme, France..

Reference

: Pier and Face 1 C.

The Theipval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and who have no known grave.

Private Sidney Roberts was probably killed in action during the Battle of Bazentin, which included the capture of Longueval, Trones Wood and Ovillers (14th – 17th July 1916).

Sidney Roberts was both born and living in Maiden Newton at the time he enlisted at Dorchester. 



Name


: William Joseph ROGERS.
Rank & Number
: Private. A/26777.

Service


: 10th Bn., Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment).

Date of Death

: Monday, 9th April 1917.

Age


: 23.

Cause of Death

: Not established.

Commemorated
: Ste. Catherine British Cemetery, Pas de Calais,  

  France.

Reference

: M 20.

The 10th Bn. was part of the 2nd Brigade in the 1st Canadian Division that moved to France on 7th February 1915. It is probable that Private William Rogers was killed in action during the Battle of Vimy Ridge (9th – 12th April 1917).

William Rogers was the son of Henry E. Rogers and Mary S. Rogers of Crockway, Frampton. He was born at Mappowder, Dorset, on 1st January

1893. He enlisted at Arcola, Saskatchewan, on 17th February 1917.



Name


: Charles John SAMWAYS. MM.
Rank & Number
: Lance Corporal. 10260.

Service


: 1st Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Saturday, 14th April 1917.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated
: Theipval memorial, Somme, France.

Reference

: Pier and Face 7 B.

The Theipval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and who have no known grave.

Charles John Samways was born at Hyde, Frampton and enlisted at Dorchester whilst he was living in Maiden Newton.



Name


: Charles John WELCH.
Rank & Number
: Private. 10375.

Service


: 5th Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment.

Date of Death

: Saturday, 7th August 1915.

Age


: 20

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated
: Helles Memorial, Turkey.

Reference

: Panel 136 to 139.

The Allied landings in Gallipoli commenced on 25th April 1915. The 5th (Service) Battalion were asembled by 1st July at Whitley Camp near Godalming in Surrey. On 2nd July the Battalion entrained for Liverpool and embarked on the “Aquitania”, sailing at 1.30pm the following day for the Mediterranean. On 4th July the ship was attacked by a submarine when a torpedo passed 100 yards to its stern. The “Aquitania” arrived at Lemnos at 7.00am on 10th July and the Battalion embarked for Imbros, arriving there at 10.30am. Just before dawn on 7th August the Battalion started to land at Suvla Bay (“A” Beach), having sailed from Imbros at 5.00pm the previous evening. It is probable that Private Charles Welch was killed in action during the beach landing by enemy shrapnel which, because of its intensity, was halted but continued at “B” Beach the following day.

Charles John Welch was born in Maiden Newton. At the time of his enlisting at Dorchester he was living in Winterbourne Kingston.



Name


: William Lawrance Le Cocq BARNES. DSC.
Rank & Number
: Lieutenant (A).

Service


: H.M.S.”Illustrious”, Royal Navy.

Date of Death

: Sunday, 2nd March 1941.

Age


: 24

Cause of Death

: Killed on duty.

Commemorated
: Malta (Capuccini) Naval Cemetery, Malta.

Reference

: Prot. Sec. (Officers’). Plot E. Coll. Grave 4.

H.M.S.”Illustrious” is best remembered for her strike on the Italian Fleet at Taranto on the night of 11th – 12th November 1940, where torpedoes from her ancient Swordfish aircraft sank one battleship and caused two others to be beached. On 10th January 1941 she was bombed by GAF Ju-87’s of I/St G 1 and IISt G 2 to the west of Malta in the Mediterranean. On 16th January she was bombed by GAF Ju-87’s and Gu-88’s of FK X while lying in Grand Harbour, Malta. Temporary repairs were carried out in Malta from 10th –23rd January with further repairs undertaken in Alexandria between February and March. She remained out of action until December 1941.

William Barnes was the son of Colonel Lawrance Edward Barnes and Marjorie Sophia Barnes, of Maiden Newton.



Name


: Donald Horace CHARD.
Rank & Number
: Corporal. 925833.

Service


: 111 Sqdn., Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Date of Death

: Wednesday, 3rd February 1943.

Age


: 32

Cause of Death

: Killed in Action.

Commemorated
: Medjez-El-Bab War Cemetery, Tunisia.

Reference

: 6. C. 6.

111 Squadron RAF was based at RAF Souk El Khemis, Tunisia during World War 2. At 0915 hrs on 3rd February Corporal D.H.Chard was on duty at aircraft dispersal, when he was hit by a large piece of shrapnel and killed instantly during an attack on the aerodrome by a formation of German FW190’s. A second airman was also killed while delivering petrol to the Squadron dispersal area and five other airman were injured, one seriously.

Donald Chard was the son of Robert Huggins Chidgey Chard and Edith Chard; husband of Annie Florence Chard, of Maiden Newton.



Name


: Charles William DAWE.
Rank & Number
: Chief Stoker. D/K 56621.

Service


: H.M.S.”Glorious”, Royal Navy.

Date of Death

: Sunday, 9th June 1940.

Age


: 

Cause of Death

: Lost at sea.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon, UK.

Reference

: Panel 40, Column 2.

On 8th June 1940 H.M.S.”Glorious” was shelled and sunk by German battlecruisers Sharnhorst and Gneisenau, 170nm west of Harstad, while covering the Allied withdrawl from Norway. The vessel capsised after being hit by a number of 11” and 5.9” shells over a period of 90 minutes. It is probable that Chief Stoker Charles Dawe died as a result of this attack.

Charles Dawe was the son of James and Sarah Dawe; husband of Nellie Dawe, of Frome Vauchurch.



Name


: Frederick Ernest ELSWORTH.
Rank & Number
: Lance Corporal. T/122669.

Service


: 223 Field Amb., R.A.S.C., Royal Army Service Corps.

Date of Death

: Tuesday, 25th July 1944.

Age


: 25

Cause of Death

: Died of Wounds – North-West Europe theatre of war.

Commemorated
: Frampton (St. Mary) Churchyard Extension, Dorset.

Reference

: Grave lies to the N.E. of the chancel.

Frederick Elsworth was the son of Charles and Kate Elsworth, of Frampton, Dorsetshire.



Name


: Douglas Trafalgar MEARNS.
Rank & Number
: Corporal. 6915853.

Service


: 8th(2nd Bn. The London Rifle Brigade) Bn., Rifle Brigade.

Date of Death

: Saturday, 5th August 1944.

Age


: 26

Cause of Death

: Died of wounds.

Commemorated
: St. Charles de Percy War Cemetery, Calvados, 

  France.

Reference

: VII. B. 3.

It is probable that Corporal Douglas Mearns was died of wounds received (possibly) in the Battle for Mount Picon during the Allied advance inland from the Normandy beaches. 

Douglas Mearns was the son of Matthew John Vickers Mearns and Julia Annie Mearns; husband of Zena Betty Mearns, of Castle Carey, Somerset.



Name


: Cyril James REED.
Rank & Number
: Ordinary Seaman. P/JX 519089.

Service


: H.M.S.”Penelope”, Royal Navy.

Date of Death

: Friday, 18th February 1944.

Age


: 19.

Cause of Death

: Lost at sea.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon, UK.

Reference

: Panel 84, Column 1.

On 18th February 1944 H.M.S.”Penelope” was disabled by a 21” torpedo hit 7nm north of Ventotene Island (Gulf of Gaeta) and then destroyed by a magazine explosion about 16 minutes later when she was hit by one (or possibly two) more 21” torpedoes.

Cyril Reed was the son of Mr and Mrs A.E.Reed, of Maiden Newton.



Name


: Wilfred Henry George RICHARDS.
Rank & Number
: Able Seaman. D/X 169626.

Service


: H.M.S.”Rajuptana”, Royal Navy.

Date of Death

: Sunday, 13th April 1941.

Age


: 22.

Cause of Death

: Lost at sea.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon, UK.

Reference

: Panel 48, Column 2.

On 13th April 1941 HMS Rajputana, an armed merchant cruiser in a convoy to the west of Iceland, was sunk with all hands by a torpedo from the German submarine U-108. 

Wilfred Henry George Richards was the son of Thomas George and Alice Mary Richards of Dorchester.



Name


: Thomas ROCHFORD. DSM.
Rank & Number
: Chief Stoker. D/X 61034.

Service


: H.M.S.”Charybdis”, Royal Navy.

Date of Death

: Saturday, 23rd October 1943.

Age


: 40.

Cause of Death

: Lost at sea.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon, UK.

Reference

: Panel 81, Column 3.

On 23rd October 1943 the cruiser HMS Charybdis, accompanied by the destroyer HMS Limbourne engaged the German flotilla protecting the blockade-runner Munsterland off the coast of Brittany. During this engagement which was unsuccessful, although the Munsterland was eventually sunk off the Netherlands after other attacks, HMS Charybdis was hit by torpedoes from the German destroyers T23 and T27. The vessel sank 48 59’N-3 39’W with a loss of 30 officers and 432 ratings.

Thomas Rochford was the son of Michael and Mary Ann Rochford; husband of Olive Vera Rochford, of Frome Vauchurch.



Name


: William Richard WEBBER.
Rank & Number
: Driver. 2369227.

Service


: Royal Corps of Signals.

Date of Death

: Saturday, 17th July 1943.

Age


: 39.

Cause of Death

: Not established.




: No known grave.

Commemorated
: Singapore Memorial, Singapore.

Reference

: Column 46.

Driver William Webber died whilst a Prisoner of War in Japanese hands in Thailand.

The Singapore Memorial bears the names of over 24,000 casualties of the Commonwealth land and air forces who have no known grave. The land forces commemorated by this memorial died during the campaigns in Malaya and Indonesia or in subsequent captivity, many of them during the construction of the Burma – Thailand railway, or at sea while being transported to imprisonment elsewhere.

Richard Webber was the son of Mr and Mrs Donald Webber.


“When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say,

For Their Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.”

John Maxwell Edmonds (1875 – 1958)
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Appendix 1.

There are a small number of inaccuracies relating to the inscriptions on the War Memorial. Where these occur they have been highlighted in Bold under the heading of Actual Inscription, with the suggested corrections highlighted in Bold Italic on the right hand side, under the heading of Suggested Correction.

Actual Inscription




Suggested Correction
1918
H.G.Amor

Dorset Regt.

1916
M.H.Barrett

H.M.S. Defence

1917
J.A.Chaldicott

Dorset Regt.

1917
H.C.Clothier

15th Hussars

1918
W.T.Clothier

R.G.A.

1917
Harry Copp

Dorset Regt.

1916
Sam.Copp

Dorset Regt.

Died 1917
1916
H.Corbin

R.A.M.C.

Died 1917
1915
A.C.Dunford

Dorset Regt.

1918 
T.Dunford

R.A.M.C.

1918
A.Fox


Dorset Regt.

Machine Gun Corps.


1914
A.J.Gundry

Grenadier Guards

1916
W.Hallett

London Regt.

1916
J.C.Hardy

Dorset Regt.

1918
J.House


Dorset Regt.

1918
H.Martin

Cheshire Regt.

H.H.J.Martin
1915
A.J.Meadway

Dorset Regt.

1916
W.J.Pinney

Dorset Regt.

Died 1917
1916
S.Roberts

Devon Regt.

1917
W.J.Rogers

10th Canadians

1916
C.J.Samways MM.
Dorset Regt.

Died 1917

1915
C.J.Welch

Dorset Regt.

1939 – 1945

W.L.le C. Barnes  DSC. RN.

C.W.Dawe  RN.

F.E.Elsworth  R.A.S.C.

D.T.Mearns  L.R.B.

C.Reed  RN.





C.J.Reed  RN
W.H.G.Richards  RN.

T.Rochford  DSM. RN.

W.R.Webber  R.A.

D.H.Chard  R.A.F.

Appendix 2.

Cemeteries and Memorials: 1914 - 1918 

The information in brackets relates to the location of a grave or inscription.

United Kingdom.

Chester General Cemetery, Cheshire

Herbert Henry John Martin 



(4891B)

Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon.

Montague Herbert Barrett 



(14)

Frome Vauchurch Churchyard, Maiden Newton, Dorset.

Thomas Dunford




(War Grave)

France.

Grand-Seraucourt British Cemetery, Aisne.

Henry George Amor 



 
(VI C.12)

La Kreule Military Cemetery, Hazebrouck, Nord.

Arthur Fox  





(V.A. 10)

Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais.

Samuel Copp   





(Bay 6)

Wilfred John Pinney  




(Bay 6)

Ruyaulcourt Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais.

Herbert Clothier  




(F.24)

Ste. Catherine British Cemetery, Pas de Calais.

William Joseph Rogers




(M. 20)

Theipval, Memorial, Somme.

William Hallett   





(Pier and Face 9 C)

Sidney Roberts   





(Pier and Face 1 C)

Charles John Samways MM  



(Pier and Face 7 B)

Belgium.

Somer Farm Cemetery, Heuvelland, West-Vlaanderen.

William Thomas Clothier   



(B.2)

Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen.

Alfred Joseph Gundry   




(Panel 9 and 11)

Tyne Cot, Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen.

Harry Copp   





(Panel 92)

Iraq.

Basra War Cemetery.

Jonathan Hardy  




 
(II. S. 22)

Basra Memorial.

Alfred Joseph Meadway   




(Panel 22 and 63)

Israel.

Ramleh War Cemetery.

Joseph Arthur Chaldecott   



(P.57)

James House   





(T. 31)

Italy.

Savona Memorial.

Henry Corbin

Turkey.

Helles Memorial.

Alfred Charles Dunford   




(Panel 136 to 139)

Charles John Welch   




(Panel 136 to 139)

Appendix 3.

Cemeteries and Memorials: 1939 - 1945 

The information in brackets relates to the location of a grave or inscription.

United Kingdom.

Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon.

Charles William Dawe




(Panel 40, Column 2)

Cyril James Reed





(Panel 84, Column 1)

Wilfred Henry George Richards



(Panel 48, Column 2)

Thomas Rochford DSM




(Panel 81, Column 3)

Frampton (St. Mary) Churchyard Extension, Dorset.

Frederick Ernest Elsworth




(Not war grave) 

France.

St.Charles de Percy War Cemetery, Calvados.

Douglas Trafalgar Mearns



(VII. B.3)

Malta.

Malta (Capuccini) Naval Cemetery.

William Lawrance Le Cocq Barnes DSC   


(Prot. Sec. (Officers’






Plot E. Coll. Grave 4)
Singapore.

Singapore Memorial.

William Richard Webber




(Column 46)

Tunisia.

Medjez-El-Bab War Cemetery.

Donald Horace Chard




(6. C. 6)

Appendix 4.

Sources of Reference

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission

2 Marlow Road, Maidenhead, Berks  SL6 7DX

Public Record Office

Kew, Richmond, Surrey  TW( 4DU

Ministry of Defence (Defence Records 2A & 2B)

Bourne Avenue, Hayes, Middlesex  UB3 1RF

Ministry of Defence (Air Historical Branch: RAF)

Room G1, Building 266, RAF Bentley Priory,

Stanmore, Middlesex  HA7 3HH

Ministry of Defence (Naval Historical Branch)

Room, 303,  3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London  SW1A 2HW

National Archives of Canada

395 Wellington Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  KIA ON3

Royal Artillery Historical Trust

Old Laboratory Office, Royal Arsenal (West), Woolwich, London  SE18 6ST

The Army Medical Services Historical Society

C/o The Army Medical Services Museum

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot, Hants  GU12 5RQ

The Keep Military Museum

The Keep, Bridport Road, Dorchester, Dorset  DT1 1RN

Cheshire Military Museum

The Castle, Chester  CH1 2DN

Publications

Title

: Gallipoli

Author

: Robert Rhodes James

Publisher
: Pimlico. 1999.

ISBN

: 0-7126-6537-4

Title

: British Regiments at Gallipoli

Author

: Ray Westlake

Publisher
: Leo Cooper. 1996.

ISBN

: 0-85052-511 X

Title

: From the Ash Tree.

Author

: Dorothea Wells-Furby, edited by H.E.Wells-Furby

Publisher
: CSC Design & Reprographic 1997
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